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the Woman Question ;" " Poverty and Charity, Luxury and Happiness;" " The 
Problem of our Population." 

It concludes with an appeal to the feeling of responsibility in the reader. 
The author only intended to treat the moral side of the Social question, and he 
has, in fact, only partially done this, but, as far as he goes, we follow him with 
appreciation. We wish a wide circulation for the interesting little book. 

G. v. G. 

Die ethische Bedeutung der Frauenbewegung. Vortrag, gehalten am 
30. Sept., 1889, in Erfurt, auf der 15. Generalversammlung des Allgemeinen 
Deutschen Frauenvereins. Von Helene Lange. Berlin : L. Oehmigke (R. 
Appelius), 1889. (23 S.) 

The meritorious author, whose work on " Frauenbildung " * has met with gen- 
eral approval, shows in the excellent address before us the moral justification of 
the Woman's Rights Movement, still condemned from so many quarters. The 
entire change in this century of the facilities of earning a livelihood, and of the 
ways of living, leaves woman, for the first time, without protection in the struggle 
for existence, and compels her to encounter it with her own efforts. The neces- 
sary consequence of this is the emancipation of woman, giving her a position 
equal to that of man, investing her with human rights. This movement repre- 
sents a great advance in civilization and the benefits it will yield are entirely be- 
yond calculation. The highest moral ideal, namely, the development of a truly 
cultivated and independent personality, is no longer the exclusive privilege of 
man, and in consequence of this husband and wife will become companions and 
helpmeets in a higher sense than ever before, and woman will be better fitted for 
the task which modern times impose upon her as the educator of youth. The 
elevation of one-half of the human race raises the other half to a higher level. 
In no very distant time the good and righteous cause which the author repre- 
sents will surely win a decided victory; and, first of all, the struggle for higher 
education, still denied to women in so many states, will be successful. 

Let me take this opportunity to mention two other excellent writings of 
Fraulein Lange: "Rede zur ErSffhung der Realkurse fur Frauen," Berlin, L. 
Oehmigke's Verlag (R. Appelius), 1889, 23 S.,and, by the same publisher, " Die 
hohere Madchenschule und ihre Bestimmung, Begleitschrift zu einer Petition an 
das preussiche Unterrichtsministerium an das preussiche Abgeordnetenhaus, 
1888." (67 S.) 

Die Stellung der Frau im Sffentlichen Leben. Zwei Vortrage, gehalten 
von C. W. Kambli, Pfarrer in St. Gallen, St. Gallen und Leipzig: Yost, 
Kreutzer & Co., 1890. (68 S.) 

The well-known clergyman of St. Gallen takes, in the main, the same point of 
view as Fraulein Lange. He is right in saying that, in treating this subject, the 
injurious effect of an uncritical worship of the letter of the Bible becomes evi- 
dent and prevents a right understanding of its spirit. The Christian principle of 

* An English edition has recently been published under the title " The Higher Education of 
Women in Europe," by Helene Lange. Translated by L. R. Klemm, Ph:D. 
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the Fatherhood of God, which attributes an infinite value to each human soul, 
implies the equal rights of man and woman, a truth unfortunately not recog- 
nized by many Christians. It is true, says the author, woman has a specific 
calling in the family. But how many women there are who remain unmarried 
and are severed from all family connections. Should all their lives be counted 
failures ? Then it would be better for them never to have been born. The only 
means of escaping this inevitable conclusion is to grant to woman an indepen- 
dent position in her relation to man, and to recognize that her life has a purpose 
of its own, in so far as this may be said of any human personality. The author 
calculates that in Germany there are five millions of unmarried women, who are 
obliged temporarily or permanently to gain their own livelihood, besides to some 
extent supporting others. What then is to be thought of the conscientiousness 
of those who intensify the struggle of women for existence, by excluding them 
from all remunerative occupation ? " It is often alleged," the author says, " that 
the health of women would be threatened by extending their sphere of work ; 
but so long as people look on unconcerned and see women ruining their 
health, working in mines, in factories, at sewing, as waitresses, and in the whirl- 
pool of social pleasures, it can hardly be believed that any benevolent care would 
keep them from risking their health in any satisfactory and remunerative calling. 
Let it be openly confessed, it is the fear of competition that so often induces 
men, so far as they are able, to exclude women from new and especially intel- 
lectual callings." What gives man a better right to existence than woman ? 
Is it might ? In ethics might is not superior to right. 

Women, it is said, are not able to pursue all kinds of callings. But woman's 
real capability, like that of human beings in general, can only be determined by 
practical test. Hence the author demands that all callings should be open to 
women. When they find they are not able to compete with men they will not 
try it. They will improve public life in so far as they participate in it. The 
author closes his valuable essay with the following words ; " The emancipation 
of woman means no danger to man, but it will increase twofold the intellectual 
and spiritual power at the service of mankind." 

G. v. G. 

Der Luxus nach seiner sittxichen und socialen Bedeutung. Von C. 
W. Kambli, Pfarrer in St. Gallen. Prauenfeld : I. Huber, 1890. (208 S.) 
This work of Pfarrer Kambli may be recommended. He has treated his sub- 
ject in a judicious and exhaustive way. The author defines luxury in general 
as " the application of property beyond the limits of necessity to uses that give 
pleasure." Only narrow-mindedness, he says, can regard it absolutely as a sin. 
Luxury is a necessary result of civilization and an important factor in its progress. 
The author acknowledges that there is a refined and justifiable luxury which well 
befits even a Christian. He who has no sense for pleasure and joy, he declares, 
will be stunted in his spiritual life, and, although he may be proficient in science 
or business, he will be of no benefit to others. It is certainly the more urgent 
moral duty to warn against an excess of luxury than against the suppression of 
its justifiable enjoyment. The latter so accords with human nature that there 
is no danger that it will be neglected. Luxury becomes objectionable if it dis- 



